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Matt & Alyssa Shull have been in full-time ministry for thirteen years. Matt earned his bachelor’s 
degree from Indiana Wesleyan University in 2005. He has had the opportunity to preach the 
gospel in many countries around the world along with pastoring in the United States. He and 
his wife were student pastors in North Miami for five years before God spoke to them about 
launching a church. Their desire is to focus on the upcoming generations in South Florida. Alyssa 
is the founder of The Pink Lid, a conference for teen girls. She recently wrote a book called ‘Purely 
Beautiful: A Young Woman’s Guide To Knowing Her Worth.’ She graduated in 2008 from Oral 
Roberts University with a degree in multimedia productions. Matt and Alyssa have two children, 
Audrianna and Zealand.

PAST OR S
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Several years ago, when I was bench pressing with a friend, he reached a point where he could 
no longer lift the weight to finish his set. By placing my fingers below the bar and lifting up a 
little, I took enough weight off, and he was able to finish his set. In that moment God spoke to 
my heart about our church. He impressed on me that we would ‘spot’ people and help remove 
enough weight so they can have courage, hope and peace. Our church will encourage people as 
they dream, hope and build their lives, families and careers. I believe sin oppresses people, but 
Jesus came that we may have life.

My great-grandfather, Dale, was a farmer in northern Indiana. He had a severe problem with 
alcohol. When he would drink too much, he would sometimes become violent with his wife 
and children. A pastor planted a small church nearby and began to share Jesus with my great-
grandfather. At first, Dale responded with colorful insults and told the pastor to leave him alone. 

However, his drinking problem only grew worse; so much so he could no longer manage the 
farm. His family began to lose livestock until ultimately their last cow was sold. The pastor, upon 
hearing about the cow, decided to give one of his cows to Dale, so his family could have milk and 
butter. This loving act of encouragement changed my great-grandfather’s heart forever. 

Dale received Jesus. His wife received Jesus.  Eventually, all of his children received Jesus. In the 
next several years, I’ll be sharing Jesus with my daughter, Audrianna, and my son, Zealand. Five 
generations will hear about Jesus all because of one cow! My family knows Jesus because one 
bold church planter obeyed the call on his life. Because he did, the weights of sin, alcoholism 
and abuse were lifted. It’s in that same spirit, that we will endeavor to lift weights off of families 
in South Florida. We know the gospel changes families, because it changed our family.    
    
Our church endeavors to inspire courage in others. We do this by lifting weights off of people 
through loving acts of encouragement. We believe courage is contagious, and we will soon cause 
others to follow. Paul tells us to encourage each other and build each other up. In a world quick 
to overlook and use people, it will not take long for our essence to drastically stand out. 
 

“So encourage each other and build each other up, just as you are already doing.” - 
1 Thessalonians 5:11 

  

ESSENC E
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Our vision is Jesus.

He’s the light of the world. He’s the source of our vision. He’s the reason we can see. He’s the beginning 
and the end. He’s the answer for the world. Everyone needs to meet Him. He’s our best friend. He’s the 
door to the Father. We’re going to celebrate Jesus. His name is going to be heard in our church more than 
any other name.  He will have first place in our hearts. We’re going to lift Him up.

“And when I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone to myself.”
         - John 12:32

VIS I ON

COURAGE IS  CONTAGIOUS

"So encourage each other and build each other up, 

just as you are already doing."

- 1 Thessalonians 5:11



W HO WE ARE 6

Our mission is to build healthy disciples of Jesus Christ. 

“Jesus replied: “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And 
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’”       - Matthew 22:37-39

“Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has 
been given to me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching 
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age.”         - Matthew 28:18-20

We exist for people in South Florida who need a place to hear about 
Jesus, and grow in relationship with Him. People in relationship 
with Jesus, need to worship, give, serve and build friendships. 

MISS I ON

EXI S T

Our target demographics are millennials in all stages of their 
adulthood. We reach across cultures and ethnicities engaging 
people from all walks of life, aiming to relate to college students, 
parents of young families, and singles/young marrieds. 

DEMOGR A PHICS 
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Love
The greatest of these is love. God is love. Jesus loves people. We love people. Love gives. We don’t just fall in love, 
we walk in love. We will pursue kindness and patience.  We fight the urge to get jealous; we don’t keep a record 
of wrongs, we don’t celebrate wrong and we choose to not always think about ourselves. We will never stop 
believing, never stop hoping and never give up. 

Courage 
We believe courage truly is contagious. Life has left many people discouraged, afraid and exhausted. One 
meaning of the definition of encouragement is to inspire someone with courage or hope. At City Lift Church, 
Sunday is the most courageous day of the week. We can do all things through Christ who gives us strength. We 
do encouraging acts courageously.     

Cheers
God loves a cheer-filled giver. We’re excited about giving because we’re grateful for Jesus. God so loved the world 
that He gave. We love the world so we give. We’re most like God when we’re giving and when we’re forgiving.     

Friendship 
We make friends here. We invite a friend to meet Jesus. We invite friends to church. We make friends with the 
intention of bringing them to our best friend - Jesus. We compliment our friends. We lift up our friends because 
we believe in them. We make an honest effort to unify. We forgive and forget. We believe the best of people. 
   

Hustle 
If something is worth doing, it’s worth doing with excellence. We’re willing to hustle around here to make Jesus 
look good. We have fun in our work. We leave slacking in our past, and we run towards the future. We deliver big 
to bring God glory. We work with the energy of God. 

Positive 
The world gives us a million reasons to be negative. God gave us one big reason to be positive – Jesus. We choose 
Jesus. We choose to be positive. We take peace, joy and hope. Our heads are up. God’s not done with us yet. Our 
futures are bright. 
   

Life 
Jesus came to give us life. We choose life. We resist racism, prejudice, slavery and any force that comes against 
life. We stand for everyone’s right to life. Our hope is that everyone finds life in Jesus.     

Miracle 
Miracles happen when Jesus walks in. People are healed. Marriages are restored. Businesses turn around. Families 
become whole. Jesus is the same today as He was yesterday. What He did in the Bible, He can do today. His 
presence shows up in our worship. He is revealed in His Word. We’re expecting Jesus.  

CORE VALUE S
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Broward County 
City Lift Church is located at Northeast High School in Oakland Park, FL. Which is located in 
Broward County.

• There are 6.1 million people in the three counties known as South Florida as of 2018.

•  Broward County’s current population is 1.9 million, making it the second-most populous 

county in Florida and the 17th-most populous in the United States.                                                                              

• 96% of people in South Florida do not attend church.

• 1,000 People move to Florida every day.

• The city of Oakland Park is 8 square miles right in between Fort Lauderdale and Pompano 

Beach. 

• Oakland Park has had a 38% growth rate since 2000.

• Northeast High School has been in the Oakland Park/Fort Lauderdale area for 55 years 

and serves almost all of Oakland Park residents. 

• Oakland Park is known as being a diverse and young city. They have a thriving downtown 

culinary arts district. 

SO U T H F LORIDA
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We’ve been telling our City Team, “everything is discipleship.” In fact, if it’s not making a disciple 
we don’t want to do it. Every ministry is being built to make a healthy disciple. We build with the 
Weekend Service, 4 The City, Lift Kids and Block Parties.     
   
   

Weekend Service   
Everyone needs a place to worship, serve and receive the Word of God. We strive to create the best 
possible communication platform for this to happen. We are making every effort to create an excellent 
and connected worship experience. We believe we minister to God through worship, and that He 
ministers to us through His Word. As we exchange in this giving and receiving with God, our lives are 
built up, changed and empowered. Immediately following the service we have our DNA Class available. 
This class begins the initial discipleship in our beliefs, core values and leadership opportunities in our 
church. The weekend experience is also an avenue where leaders can be developed and serve. We desire 
to build healthy teams everywhere in our ministry. We believe the best way to secure lasting impact for 
our community is to build an incredible team. This way, the church is not built on the talents of just one 
individual, but on the sacrifice of many.
   

4 The City
As the truism says, “people don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care.” Our 
community outreach gives us the opportunity to show our city that we do care. Outreach gives us the 
chance to put our faith into action. We know God loved us when we didn’t deserve it. Giving to our city 
without expectation, places us in the perfect place to exemplify this love.   
   

Lift Kids   
We know that children are the future. We know that the gospel can’t just go out, but it must also go 
down. We want the upcoming generation to know Jesus. We don’t just want our city, we want the future 
of our city. If the statistics hold, about 80% of people receive Christ before the age of  18. Our children’s 
ministry is not merely babysitting; we are intentionally developing strong disciples. Lift Kids happens 
every Sunday for ages 6 months through 5th grade. 

Block Parties   
We will focus on developing Block Parties starting in Janurary.  This will enable us to establish great 
friendships. We believe everyone needs to be in community. We also believe this is the best way for us to 
make new friends. Since all of our evangelism and discipleship is based on friendship, our Block Parties 
are the ideal place to begin.  

DISC I PL ESHIP
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Father
We believe in God, the Father, an infinite, personal spirit, perfect in holiness, wisdom, power and 
love. We believe that He concerns Himself mercifully in the affairs of all people, that He hears and 
answers prayer, and that He saves from sin and death all who come to Him through Jesus Christ.

Jesus 
We believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only begotten Son, conceived by the Holy Spirit. We believe in 
His virgin birth, sinless life, miracles and teachings. We believe in His substitutionary atoning 
death, bodily resurrection, ascension into heaven, perpetual intercession for His people, and 
personal visible return to earth.

Holy Spirit
We believe in the Holy Spirit who came forth from the Father and Son to convict the world of sin, 
righteousness, and judgment, and to regenerate, sanctify, and empower all who believe in Jesus 
Christ. We believe that the Holy Spirit indwells every believer in Christ, and that He is an abiding 
helper, teacher and guide.

Bible 
We believe that the Bible is the Word of God, fully inspired and without error in the original 
manuscripts, written under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and that it has supreme authority in 
all matters of faith and conduct.

Trinity
We believe that there is one living and true God, eternally existing in three persons, that these are 
equal in every divine perfection, and that they execute distinct but harmonious offices in the work 
of creation, providence and redemption.

Humanity
We believe that all people are sinners by nature and by choice and are, therefore, under 
condemnation. We believe that those who repent of their sins and trust in Jesus Christ as Savior 
are regenerated by the Holy Spirit.

BEL I EFS
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The Church
We believe in the universal church, a living spiritual body of which Christ is the head and all 
regenerated persons are members. We believe in the local church, consisting of a company of 
believers in Jesus Christ, baptized on a credible profession of faith, and associated for worship, 
work and fellowship. We believe that God has laid upon the members of the local church the 
primary task of giving the gospel of Jesus Christ to a lost world.

Christian Living
We believe that Christians should live for the glory of God and the well-being of others; that 
their conduct should be blameless before the world; that they should be faithful stewards of their 
possessions; and that they should seek to realize for themselves and others the full stature of 
maturity in Christ.

The Ordinances
We believe that the Lord Jesus Christ has committed two ordinances to the local church: baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper. We believe that Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water 
into the name of the triune God. We believe that the Lord’s Supper was instituted by Christ for 
commemoration of His death. We believe that these two ordinances should be observed and 
administered until the return of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Future
We believe in the personal and visible return of the Lord Jesus Christ to earth and the establishment 
of His kingdom. We believe in the resurrection of the body, the final judgment, the eternal felicity 
of the righteous, and the endless suffering of the wicked.

BEL I EFS
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Website: www.citylift.church
Email: hello@citylift.church
Social Media: @cityliftchurch

CONNEC T       SUNDAYS  1 1AM
Northeast High School

700 NE 56th St
Oakland Park, FL 33334


